
Science in Today’s Classrooms

Upper Mississippi Valley River Conference
October 17, 2024



Deer Population Change in Southwest Iowa

What notices to do 

you have about 

this graph?

Model your 

thoughts. 



Something a 
little closer to 
home…









Matt Graesch

Environmental Specialist Senior in Contaminated Sites and Solid Waste.  

Matt Graesch received his degrees(BS and MS, Iowa State University) in geology.  Historical 

geology, geomorphology, and hydrogeology significantly impact how our valuable groundwater 

resources are understood and protected from past and future contamination. 

In his time at DNR, he has worked with Leaking Underground Storage Tanks, Solid Waste 

(landfills), Contaminated Sites, Water Supply, Private Wells, and Fisheries.  He uses a combination 

of stratigraphy, hydrogeology, computer mapping, and data analysis to help others at DNR make 

informed choices regarding their programs, as well as assist contaminated sites, for which he is 

responsible, to make the best choices for cleanup and remediation.  He also works to ensure that 

the Statewide Standards used by DNR to assess risk from contaminants in drinking water and in 

soil are up to date with the latest scientific information on toxicology.  Recently, he spent a large 

part of the last three years working on a state-wide reconnaissance project to understand the 

presence or absence of per and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in aquifers, surface waters, and 

drinking water of Iowa. 



Building 

Coherence 

from the 

Student 

Perspective





Iowa Science Phenomena

https://phenomena.iowapbs.org/


Storylining

What does this look like 

in a classroom?



Thank You!!

Christopher Like

Science Program Consultant

chris.like@iowa.gov
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